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CONFIDENTIAL CANBERRA 5155 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MNUC, TECH, ENRG, AS 

SUBJECT: REGIONAL REPROCESSING IN THE PACIFIC 

1 . GJZAVE KELLEHER (PRIME MINISTER S AND CABINET 
DEPARTMENTJCALLED ABOUT A REPORT IN "THE AUSTRALIAN" 

THAT PRESIDENT CARTER HAD PROPOSED A REGIONAL NUCLEAR 
FUEL STORAGE AND REPROCESSING PLANT IN THE PACIFIC FOR 
USE BY AUSTRALIA, JAPAN, AND OTHER NATIONS. 

ACCORDING TO THE REPORT, THE REGIONAL PLANT WOULD BE UNDER 
MULTILATERAL CONTROL AND ITS PURPOSE WOULD BE TO DIS- 
COURAGE THE CONSTRUCTION OF NATIONAL NUCLEAR FACILITIES 
BY INDIVIDUAL COUNTRIES AND MAKE INTERNATIONAL SURVEIL- 
LANCE EASIER. THE PACIFIC PLANT WOULD BE SIMILAR TO REGIONAL 
FACILITIES ALSO PROPOSED FOR LATIN AMERICA AND EUROPE. 

2. KELLEHER NOTED THAT THE M UAIRWKA OF A REGIONAL FACILITY 

FOR NUCLEAR WASTES HAD BEEN DISCUSSED DURING THE RECENT 
VISIT TO AUSTRALIA BY US NUCLEAR AFFAIRS TEAM, BUT DID NOT 
RECALL THE QUESTION OF REGIONAL REPROCESSING RPT 
REPROCESSING ARISING. ALTHOUGH REPROCESSING WAS 
DISCUSSED IN GENERAL TERMS, KELLEHER'S QUESTION WAS 
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"WHAT PRECISELY DID PRESIDENT CARTER PROPOSE AND IN 
WHAT CONTEXT?" 

3. KELLEHER WAS A BIT EMBARRASSED TO ADMIT THAT THE 
NEWS REPORT IN QUESTION APPEARED IN THE JUNE 12 
EDITION OF "THE AUSTRALIA", SAID THE "REPROCESSING" 

FACET HAD SLIPPED BY THE GOA AT THE TIME OR THEY 
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WOULD HAVE ASKED ABOUT IT WHEN THE US TEAM WAS HERE. 

THEY REALIZE THAT OUR GENERAL POSITION IS IN FAVOR 
OF MULTINATIONAL PLANTS, BUT WE WERE UNABLE TO IDENTIFY 
THE TEXT OF ANY PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT THAT MAY HAVE 
BEEN THE SOURCE OF THE STORY IN "THE AUSTRLIAN." 

ANY COMMENTS THAT WE COULD PASS TO THE GOA WOULD BE 
WELCOMED. PLEASE ADVISE. 

SQUIRE 
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